The sterility testing of dispensed radiopharmaceuticals.
The benefits of retrospective sterility tests on radiopharmaceuticals, were assessed by following the survival of bacteria in non-radioactive and radioactive kits and generator eluate over a period of 5 days. The response of bacteria inoculated into non-radioactive materials ranged through death, survival and growth. The response of bacteria inoculated into radioactive materials was either death or survival. The value of retrospective sterility testing is doubtful and an improved test method is suggested.